
Borough of Seaside Park  
Mayor & Council Regular Meeting  

Minutes of Thursday,  January 9, 2020 
8:00 P.M. 

Honorable Mayor:
Council President: 
Council Member: 
Council Member: 
Council Member:
Council Member:
Council Member: 

Also Attending Borough Attorney:
Administrator:

John A. Peterson Jr. 
Matthew DeMichele 
Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh 
Faith Liguori 
Gail Coleman  
Ray Amabile  
William Kraft 

Steven Zabarsky Esq. Sandra 
Rice 

Deputy Municipal Clerk: Sandra Martin 

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY DEPUTY CLERK MARTIN: Pursuant to the provisions of the New 
Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by sending a copy of the 
Notice of Meeting to the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger.  Notice of this meeting of the Governing Body has 
been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Honorable Mayor Peterson asked for all present to               
stand for a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Council Member DeMichele: Inspection stickers have been mailed out and inspections have already started, which               
is ahead of schedule. Equipment such as computers and copiers have been updated. Recommendations for key                
adjustments will be presented at the next work session. The Planning Board will have a reorganization meeting on                  
January 28th.  

Council Member Ray Amabile: According to our CFO, badge sales for December exceeded last year’s. A meeting is                  
scheduled with head of Beach Patrol and Beach Control in regards to changing the hours from 10:00 am to 9:00 am.                     
The information will be presented at the next work session.  

Council Member Dr. McHugh: The replacement of North Avenue infrastructure is complete. They had to dig down                 
and straighten out pipes that were stagnant and then repave. It is a little patchy but it is not bumpy driving down the                       
road. One more walk-through will take place before the next phase, the maintenance phase. The RVE engineers are                  
finishing up the design for Phase III-A of water and sewer replacement and there is a meeting tomorrow with the                    
Water & Sewer supervisor and the engineers. There was concern about the 14th Ave water tank covers, which were                   
noisy and blowing off. Letters were sent to different carriers. Two came out and removed them, and there is no                    
longer noise. The painting of the inside of the water tower is complete. It needed three weeks cure time and it should                      
be back on line next week. At that point, the rehabilitation of Well 9 will begin. In 2019, the water usage reduced by                       
10 million gallons to 113 million gallons. In 2005, water usage was 225 million gallons. The water usage has been                    
cut in half since 2005, attributed to Phase I and II that were initiated in 2008 and 2009. In the newer meters, there is                        
a sensor system that signals when there is a leak or an unusual amount of water usage. It has been great for detecting                       
burst pipes. The cut in water usage can also be attributed to leak detection and the fixed leaks around town. For                     
2019, JIF has issued $40,526 to the Borough of Seaside Park as a dividend, which amounts to a little more than 5%                      
of the annual premium.  

Council Member Kraft: In the area of grants, on January 2nd a letter was received that our Wave Energy Anticipation                    
grant, the Hazard Mitigation grant program for $1.3 million was finally accrued. The intent for the grant program is                   
to stabilize the shoreline and anticipate the wave action that often occurs. The grant was allocated in two phases. The                    
first phase was the design and the second was implementation. The total of roughly $1.2 million is for the                   
implementation phase with $120,000 allocated to local share. A kick off meeting will be scheduled in the near                  
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future with NJ OEM. A $4 million and a $10 million prepossessed mitigation grant, which will more address the                   
flooding issues, was successfully submitted and deemed complete by the NJ OEM. The first down selection will be                  
done in early February. Many are sensitive to the cost-benefit ratio as you know it has to be positive, over 1.0. The                      
10 million dollar BCR was 2.2 and  the $4.0 million BCR was 1.16.  

Council Member Coleman: Today was National Law Enforcement Day and I would like to thank the police                 
department for all the hard work that they do for the townspeople and the visitors that come to Seaside Park. I’ve                     
heard a lot of nice things over the last couple of years about the police department. The young men help ladies carry                      
their groceries. Thank you for serving our community. Some of them go above and beyond on their own time and                    
have helped people in our Borough.  

Asked Administrator Rice: Did we ever receive the check from Berkeley Township for Tri-Boro? 

Administrator Rice: I spoke to the mayor about that this afternoon and the answer is no, they haven’t sent the check. 

Council Member Coleman: What are the ramifications of this now? Because they sent in a resolution for a purchase                   
order.  

Administrator Rice: I was told by the administrator in Berkeley Township that the check would be cut at their                   
December 16th meeting. That did not happen. I reached out at the end of the year, before the 31st, I know that Mayor                       
Matthies called Mayor Amato from my office and spoke to him and said where’s our check.  

Council Member Coleman: What did the mayor say? 

Administrator Rice: We’ll make sure you get it, we’ll make sure you get it. We still have not received the check. I                      
communicated with Jeff Camera as recently as yesterday afternoon. He asked for a copy of the invoices and                  
something on our letterhead. I complied with his request. He has the agreement, their mayor signed it just like our                    
mayor did, so I’m not sure what the hold up is.  

Mayor Peterson: Would you like me to send a letter?  

Council Member Coleman: I think that would be best. 

Council Member Amabile: Yes 

Mayor Peterson: I’d be happy to.  

Council Member Coleman: Can you CC the administrator and the clerk?  

Mayor Peterson: Of course, and the council. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: Have we put that money up yet as the town? 

Administrator Rice: We have. We budgeted it that way, yes. We budgeted it in our 2019 budget and anticipated the                    
funds from the two towns. 

Council Member Dr. McHugh: So we paid the vendor directly from our funds. 

Administrator Rice: That’s correct. 

Mayor Peterson: We have Seaside Heights, correct? 
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Administrator Rice: We have Seaside Heights. 

Mayor Peterson: I’ll get a letter out, no problem. 

Council Member Coleman: What is our recourse? 

Mayor Peterson: We have a signed agreement. We can have legal redress in the courts if we need it. 

Council Member Liguori: That provoked a memory and possibly the need for another letter. I don’t believe we                  
received any revenue from Lavallette regarding code enforcement and shared service agreement. We’ve sent more               
than one letter to them. Have you heard anything back? 

Mayor Peterson asked Administrator Rice: What is the latest? 

Administrator Rice: Their council was going to have a meeting, I believe, to discuss it based on your last letter to                     
them. I have not heard anything.  

Mayor Peterson: I’ll tell them we have to have another meeting in the next couple of weeks and resolve this or seek                      
other action. Obviously, they owe us money for work that has not been performed. We took back over when we did                     
the transfer.  

Council Member Faith Liguori: I would like to add that the Hazard Mitigation grant will be getting it adductate                   
because that’s something I’ve been working on. We will be doing a kickoff for it with Mr. Richie as soon as we get                       
a date. I’m waiting for him to get back to me.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES for the October 10, 2019, Work Session. 
MOTION: Approval of meeting minutes for the October 10, 2019, Work Session 
MADE BY: Council Member DeMichele 
SECOND: Council Member Dr. McHugh 

Mr. DeMichele Yes, Dr. McHugh Yes, Mr. Amabile Yes, 
Mrs. Coleman Yes, Mr. Kraft Yes, Ms. Liguori Yes 
CARRIES: Yes 

ORDINANCES 
a. Introduction & First Reading
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-01: ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF SEASIDE PARK, COUNTY OF
OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 405 OF THE
BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF SEASIDE PARK ENTITLED “STREETS AND SIDEWALKS”

MOTION: Introduction and First Reading Ordinance 2020-01 with requested edits in language 
MADE BY: Council Member DeMichele  
SECOND: Council Member Dr. McHugh 

Mr. DeMichele: Yes, Dr. McHugh: Yes, Mr. Amabile: Yes, 
Mrs. Coleman: Yes, Mr. Kraft: Yes, Ms. Liguori: Yes 
CARRIES: Yes 

AUTHORIZATIONS (Use of Borough Facilities) 
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a. Berkeley Striper Club for use of Council Chambers: 2/5, 4/1, 5/6, 6/6, 9/12, 10/7, 11/4, 12/5/2020 from
6:30 pm to 10:00 pm

b. Seaside Park Democratic Club for use of Council Chambers: 1/16, 2/19, 3/18, 4/15, 5/20, 6/17, 7/15, 8/19,
9/16, 10/21, 11/18/2020 from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
MOTION: Approve Use of Facilities (a. & b.)
MADE BY: Council Member DeMichele
SECOND: Council Member Coleman

Mr. DeMichele: Yes, Ms. Liguori: Yes, Mr. Kraft Yes,
Dr. McHugh: Yes, Mrs. Coleman: Yes, Mr. Amabile: Yes
CARRIES: YES

RESOLUTIONS 

2020-30 Approving Designated Year 2020 Raffle License Applications for Manchester Township High School 
Booster Club  
2020-31 Authorizing the Designated Miscellaneous Refund Marina Slips #s 7,57,79, &139 

MOTION:      Approve Resolution (2020-30) - (2020-31) 
MADE BY:     Council Member Coleman 
SECOND:       Council Member DeMichele 

Ms. Liguori: Yes, Mr. DeMichele: Yes, Mr. Amabile: Yes,
Dr. McHugh: Yes Mr. Kraft: Yes, Mrs. Coleman: Yes 
CARRIES: Yes 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Mayor Peterson opened the floor to the public. 

Shirley Kreszl, 700 N. Bayview Avenue: Asked about the language in the ordinance regarding pavers and bricks.                 
Councilmember DeMichele clarified the change was more about defining the language because it read flat surface                
and people were pouring concrete, when we were trying to get away from that. Asked if the council is considering a                     
coastal engineer and expressed dissatisfaction with the plans presented by the firm, which left out wave action.                 
Council Member Liguori stated that she brought the issue to the attention of RVE and they were waiting for the new                     
mayor to take place and requested informally to discuss a coastal engineer, assuring that the issue had not been                   
forgotten. 

Mike Tierney, 120 N St.: Asked Mayor and Council if they have reconsidered the creation of the living shoreline to                    
protect Bayview Avenue from the marina to 14th instead of the proposed solution of the wall from I St. to 2nd                     
Avenue. Expressed concern that the wall would not work and the raised street did not help flooding, and presented                   
data on living shorelines. Council Member Liguori stated that a living shoreline is being incorporated into the plan                  
and offered to look at his information after the meeting and send it to the engineers. Dr. McHugh stated there is a                      
sloping structure, but there is a living shoreline component. Mayor Peterson proposed that RVE should be invited to                  
the next work session to discuss the proposal and hear the public, and with the Council agreement, instructed                  
Deputy Municipal Clerk Martin to invite RVE to a work session and confirm they have a coastal engineer. 
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Faye Herron, 121 I St.: Asked if there’s a grandfathered clause to the ordinance. Council Member DeMichele stated                  
that the ordinance only applies to new construction. Asked if sewer usage was down. Council Member Dr. McHugh                  
stated it has been stated that we had a large credit.. Asked if going forward will there be a reduction in rates.                      
Council Member Dr. McHugh stated that the money goes to paying off loans for the Phase I, II, III, and III-A. The                      
water and sewage use reduction will help keep rates the same. Asked about the balance of the loan. Council Member                    
McHugh asked Administrator Rice and she answered: In 2010, the bill for OCUA was over a million dollars, last                   
year and this year, the bills have been consistently at around $440,000 to the OCUA, Ocean County Utilities                  
Authority. That decrease in the bill from 2010 to present is a result of the water and sewer infrastructure being                    
redone. So that’s where we’re seeing the savings, whereas we have to budget all that money in the budget in 2010,                     
we do not have that cost in our budget now. Asked Administrator Rice if the bills have reduced, shouldn’t there be a                      
surplus. Administrator Rice answered: We do have a surplus, as Dr. Fritz said, but we are paying pretty hefty                   
interest on Phase I and Phase II. Those two projects alone cost about $16 million to the Borough and we are still                      
paying on those loans. We use the surplus to offset that as we will for Phase III-A we are about to start too.  

Nancy Kory, 33rd Avenue: Questioned the appointment of two firms as labor counsel at the re-organization meeting.                 
Borough Attorney Zabarsky explained that one of the hires, at the time, was conflict labor counsel to handle a                   
specific matter, but Rothstein is the general labor counsel. Dissatisfaction was expressed over meeting minutes and                
misplacement on the website posting.  

Pat DeGutis, Stockton Avenue: Mentioned that the coastal engineer in South Jersey said that they worked for RVE.                  
Questioned if the Striper Club paid the Use of Borough Facilities fee per meeting. It appeared they paid the                   
application fee. Council Member Amabile said they would have to pay, if they’ve only paid for one. Borough                  
Attorney Zabarsky checked the ordinance and the language asserts a fee per event. Council Member Amabile asked                 
Administrator Rice if the Striper Club had paid per event in the past and she responded she believed they had, and                     
they should have paid .It was determined that the Striper Club would pay per event.  

Seeing no hands from the public, Honorable Mayor Peterson closed this portion of the meeting. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 
MADE BY: Council Member Amabile 
SECOND: Council Member Kraft 
APPROVED: All in Favor 
CARRIES: Yes

Meeting Adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

_______________________ 
Sandra F. Martin RMC,CMR 
Deputy Municipal Clerk 

APPROVED June 11, 2020. 


